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Examples of Possible Academic Standards to Incorporate:

Kindergarten:

· 1.1.3 Use capitalization when writing names.

· 1.1.4 Spell own first and last name.

· 1.1.5 Attempt to spell simple words using pre-to-early phonetic knowledge, sounds of the alphabet, and knowledge of letter names.

· 1.3.1 Use basic knowledge of simple capitalization and punctuation rules.

· 1.3.2 Employ a variety of strategies to generate story ideas.

· 1.3.3 Compose simple stories with teacher assistance.

· 1.3.4 Evaluate own and group writing using a simple classroom rubric.

· 1.3.1 Brainstorm ideas with teachers and peers, use graphic organizers (e.g., webs,

charts, diagrams) independently and/or in group, draw pictures to generate ideas, and use a

variety of resources to gather information.

· 1.3.2 Use temporary/creative spelling to spell independently as needed.

· 1.3.3 Add descriptive words and details to writing.

· 1.3.4 Create legible documents for reading by the following: forming uppercase/lowercase letters; writing from left to right/top to bottom; and tracing/reproducing letters and words correctly.

· 1.3.5 Evaluate own and other people’s written work through small group discussion and shared work.

· 1.3.6 Incorporate suggestions from teachers and peers.

1st Grade:
· 1.3.1 Compose simple stories with a clear beginning, middle, and end.

· 1.3.2 Employ a variety of strategies to generate story ideas.

· 1.3.3 Begin to develop topic sentences.

· 1.3.4 Evaluate own and other people’s written work using a simple classroom rubric.

· 1.3.1 Brainstorm ideas with teachers and peers, use graphic organizers (e.g., webs, charts, Venn diagrams) independently and/or in group, draw pictures to generate ideas, and use a variety of resources to gather information.

· 1.3.2 Use classroom resources that support the writing process.

· 1.3.3 Begin to compose first drafts using the appropriate parts of the writing process

with an emphasis on planning and self correcting.

· 1.3.4 Use temporary/creative spelling to spell independently as needed.

· 1.3.5 Arrange events in a logical and sequential order when writing.

· 1.3.6 Begin to add descriptive words and details to writing.

· 1.3.7 Create legible documents for reading by the following: forming uppercase/lowercase letters; utilizing correct spacing; writing from left to right/top to bottom; and tracing/reproducing letters and words correctly.

· 1.3.8 Evaluate own and other people’s written work through small group discussion and shared work.

· 1.3.9 Incorporate suggestions from teachers and peers.

· 1.3.10 Use a simple rubric to evaluate writing.
2nd Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 1.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 1.3.3 Organize ideas into a topic paragraph with complete coherent sentences.

· 1.3.4 Revise first drafts for clearer meaning, correct capitalization, and punctuation.

· 1.3.5 Evaluate own and other people’s written work.
· 1.3.1 Write to describe, entertain, and inform.

· 1.3.2 Write in response to literature (e.g., create a new ending to a story, create class

books, summarize a story), compose a variety of written works (e.g., friendly letters, journal

entries, reports, experience stories) and begin to compose narratives (with a beginning,

middle, and end).

· 1.3.3 Brainstorm ideas with teachers and peers, use graphic organizers (e.g., webs,

charts, Venn diagrams) independently and/or in group, and use a variety of resources to

gather information.

· 1.3.4 Use classroom resources to support the writing process.

· 1.3.5 Compose first drafts using the appropriate parts of the writing process with an

emphasis on planning, organizing, and self correcting.

· 1.3.6 Use temporary/creative spelling to spell independently while transitioning to

standard spelling in first drafts.

· 1.3.7 Arrange events in a logical and sequential order when writing.

· 1.3.8 Continue to add descriptive words and details to writing.

· 1.3.9 Create legible documents for reading by forming legible letters and utilizing

correct spacing.

· 1.3.10 Evaluate own and other people’s written work through small group discussion

and shared work.

· 1.3.11 Incorporate suggestions from teachers and peers.

· 1.3.12 Use a simple rubric to evaluate writing.
3rd Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write for a variety of purposes to different audiences.

· 1.3.2 Write in various modes and genres, including narration, literary response,

personal experience, and subject matter content.

· 1.3.3 Know and apply the steps of the writing process: prewriting, drafting,

revising, editing, evaluating, and publishing.
· 1.3.1 Write on a predetermined topic to a specified audience (e.g., self, peers, adults).

· 1.3.2 Write for a variety of purposes: to entertain, persuade, inform, demonstrate

knowledge, answer questions, tell a story, or respond to literature.

· 1.3.5 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.6 Compare characters, settings, and events within and between stories.

· 1.3.7 Write poems, stories, and essays based upon thoughts, feelings, and

experiences.

· 1.3.8 Use all steps in the writing process: brainstorm and organize ideas, create a first

draft, revise and proofread draft, share completed work.

· 1.3.9 Construct graphic organizers to group ideas for writing (e.g., webs, charts,

graphs, diagrams).

· 1.3.10 Select and refine a topic.

· 1.3.11 Using complete sentences, develop a logical, coherent paragraph with a topic

sentence, supporting details, and a concluding sentence.

· 1.3.12 Use correct page format (e.g., paragraphs, margins, indentations, and titles).

· 1.3.13 Revise writing to improve detail (e.g., rearrange words, sentences, and

paragraphs; add descriptive words; remove unnecessary information; vary sentence

structure).

· 1.3.14 Use resources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, computer) to aid in the writing process.

· 1.3.15 Use a rubric to evaluate own and other people’s written work through small

group discussion and shared work.

1.3.8 Select an appropriate title that reflects the topic of a written selection.
4th Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write for a variety of purposes and to a variety of audiences.

· 1.3.2 Write in a variety of modes and genres (e.g., narration, description, personal

expression, imaginative writing, response to literature, response to subject matter content).

· 1.3.3 Know and apply the steps of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, and publishing.
· 1.3.3 Choose a topic sentence for a paragraph.

· 1.3.4 Select details that support a topic sentence.

· 1.3.5 Rearrange sentences to form a sequential, coherent paragraph.

· 1.3.6 Choose the supporting sentence that best fits the context and flow of ideas in a

paragraph.

· 1.3.7 Identify sentences irrelevant to a paragraph’s theme or flow.

· 1.3.8 Select appropriate time-order or transitional words to enhance the flow of a

writing sample.

· 1.3.9 Select an appropriate title that reflects the topic of a written selection.

· 1.3.1 Determine an audience and a purpose for writing.

· 1.3.2 Write for a variety of purposes: to entertain, persuade, inform, demonstrate

· knowledge, answer questions, respond to literature, acquire knowledge (e.g., take notes,

· synthesize information).

· 1.3.3 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.4 Write poems, stories, and essays based upon personal reflections, observations,

· and experiences.

· 1.3.6 Compare in writing two persons or things.

· 1.3.7 Write creative, imaginative, and original responses to literature (e.g., poems, raps, stories).

· 1.3.8 Use all steps in the writing process: brainstorm and organize ideas, create a first draft, revise and proofread draft, share completed work.

· 1.3.9 Arrange ideas by using graphic organizers (e.g., listing, clustering, story maps, webs).

· 1.3.10 Select and refine a topic.

· 1.3.11 Develop a topic sentence with supporting details and a concluding sentence to form a paragraph.

· 1.3.12 Construct varied sentences (i.e., syntactic variety) to add interest.

· 1.3.13 Arrange multi-paragraph work in a logical and coherent order.

· 1.3.14 Use appropriate time-order or transitional words.

· 1.3.15 Incorporate vivid language into writing.

· 1.3.16 Use correct page format (e.g., paragraphs, margins, indentations, titles).

· 1.3.17 Revise to clarify and refine ideas; to distinguish among important, unimportant, and irrelevant information; and to enhance word selection.

· 1.3.18 Use resources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, computer) to aid in the writing process.

· 1.3.19 Develop and use a classroom rubric for written work and use for peer review and editing.

5th Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write for a variety of purposes and to different audiences.

· 1.3.2 Write in various modes and genres, including narration, literary response, personal expression, description, and imaginative.

· 1.3.3 Know and apply the steps of the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, evaluating, and publishing.
· 1.3.1 Determine an audience and purpose for writing.

· 1.3.2 Write for a variety of purposes: to entertain, persuade, inform, describe, demonstrate knowledge, answer questions, respond to literature, acquire knowledge (e.g., clarify thinking, take notes, synthesize information, enhance communication).

· 1.3.3 Practice writing to narrative and descriptive prompts within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.4 Write poems, stories, and essays based upon personal reflections, observations, and experiences.

· 1.3.5 Compare and contrast two persons, places, things, or ideas.
· 1.3.5 Select an appropriate concluding sentence for a well-developed paragraph.
· 1.3.6 Respond in writing to literature studied (e.g., critique, journal, group project).

· 1.3.7 Create a well-developed story or passage summary, as well as personal reflections and imaginative writing samples.
· 1.3.8 Compose and respond in writing to original questions and/or problems from all content areas.

· 1.3.8 Select vivid and active words for a writing sample.
· 1.3.10 Recognize and use all steps in the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing/proofing, evaluating, publishing.

· 1.3.11 Rearrange paragraphs from a narrative writing selection in sequential and

chronological order.

· 1.3.12 Select and refine a topic.

· 1.3.12 Select an appropriate title that reflects the topic of a written selection.
· 1.3.13 Compose clear, coherent, well-organized multi-paragraphed works.

· 1.3.14 Develop a paragraph with a topic sentence, supporting details, and a concluding sentence.

· 1.3.15 Demonstrate syntactic variety.

· 2.3.16 Use precise language, including vivid words and figurative language.

· 1.3.17 Use appropriate time-order or transitional words and phrases.

· 1.3.18 Use correct page format (e.g., paragraphs, margins, indentations, title).

· 1.3.19 Revise to clarify thought, to refine ideas, and to distinguish between important and unimportant information.

· 1.3.20 Use resources (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, computer) to aid in the writing process.

· 1.3.21 Demonstrate confidence and competence in using the Tennessee Writing

Assessment rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
6th Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 1.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 1.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with an introduction, developing paragraphs, conclusion, and appropriate transitions.

· 1.3.4 Refine strategies for editing and revising written work.
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes and genres, including description, narration, exposition, persuasion, literary response, personal expression, and imaginative.

· 1.3.2 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.4 Develop focused, appropriate, and interesting topics for writing.

· 1.3.5 Create a thesis statement and include relevant facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 1.3.6 Develop relevant details or reasons in a manner that meets the needs of the audience and purpose.

· 1.3.7 Organize writing using structures appropriate for the topic and that meet the needs of the audience (e.g., if using an anecdote to provide an example, use chronological order with sufficient time signals for the reader to follow easily).

· 1.3.8 Use appropriate and effective words and phrases to indicate the organizational pattern (e.g., problem-solution, with order of steps necessary indicated in the solution).

· 1.3.9 Use text features (e.g., headings, subheadings, formatting) as appropriate to signal simple relationships between ideas.

· 1.3.10 Use accurate and precise language to convey meaning.

· 1.3.11 Use strong verbs and figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) for emphasis or creative effect as appropriate to the purpose.

· 1.3.12 Use appropriate vocabulary, sentence structure, and grammar usage to distinguish between formal and informal language.

· 1.3.13 Incorporate a variety of syntactic structures for effect when appropriate (e.g., modifying phrases, parenthetical expressions).

· 1.3.14 Edit to craft a tone that is appropriate for the topic and audience, and supports the purpose.

· 1.3.15 Use language that conveys the writer’s point of view.

· 1.3.17 Generate notes on text, and identify main and supporting ideas.

· 1.3.18 Edit writing for mechanics (punctuation, capitalization), spelling, and grammar (e.g., consistent verb tense, noun and pronoun agreement).

· 1.3.19 Based on readers’ comments, revise papers to focus on topic or thesis, develop ideas, employ transitions, and identify a clear beginning and ending.

· 1.3.20 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
7th Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 1.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 1.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with an introduction, developing paragraphs, conclusion, and appropriate transitions.

· 1.3.4 Refine strategies for editing and revising written work.
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes and genres, including description, narration, exposition, persuasion, literary response, personal expression, and imaginative.
· 1.3.2 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.
· 1.3.4 Develop focused, appropriate, and interesting topics for writing.
· 1.3.5 Create a thesis statement and include relevant facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.
· 1.3.6 Develop relevant details or reasons in a manner that meets the needs of the audience and purpose.
· 1.3.7 Organize writing using structures appropriate for the topic and that meet the needs of the audience (e.g., if using an anecdote to provide an example, use chronological order with sufficient time signals for the reader to follow easily).

· 1.3.8 Use appropriate and effective words and phrases to indicate the organizational pattern (e.g., for a problem/solution paper indicate the order of steps in the solution).

· 1.3.9 Use text features (e.g., headings, subheadings, formatting) as appropriate to signal relationships between ideas.

· 1.3.10 Use accurate and precise language to convey meaning.

· 1.3.11 Use strong verbs and figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) for emphasis or creative effect as appropriate to the purpose.

· 1.3.12 Use appropriate vocabulary, sentence structure, and usage to distinguish between formal and informal language.

· 1.3.13 Incorporate a variety of syntactic structures for effect when appropriate (e.g., modifying phrases, parenthetical expressions).

· 1.3.14 Edit to craft a tone that is appropriate for the topic and audience, and supports the purpose.
· 1.3.18 Edit writing for mechanics (punctuation, capitalization), spelling, and grammar (e.g., consistent verb tense, noun and pronoun agreement).

· 1.3.19 Based on readers’ comments, revise papers to focus on topic or thesis, develop ideas, employ transitions, and identify a clear beginning and ending.

· 1.3.20 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
· 1.3.7 Identify sentences irrelevant to a paragraph’s theme or flow.
· 1.3.8 Select vivid words to strengthen a description (adjective or adverb) within a writing sample or passage.

· 1.3.10 Select an appropriate title that reflects the topic of a written selection.
8th Grade:
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 1.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 1.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with an introduction, developing paragraphs, conclusion, and appropriate transitions.
· 1.3.4 Refine strategies for editing and revising written work.
· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes and genres, including description, narration, exposition, persuasion, literary response, personal expression, and imaginative.

· 1.3.2 Practice writing to expository prompts within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.4 Develop focused, appropriate, and interesting topics for writing.

· 1.3.5 Create a thesis statement and include relevant facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 1.3.6 Develop relevant details or reasons in a manner that meets the needs of the audience and purpose.

· 1.3.7 Organize writing using structures appropriate for the topic and that meet the needs of the audience (e.g., if using an anecdote to provide an example, use chronological order with sufficient time signals for the reader to follow easily).

· 1.3.8 Use appropriate and effective words and phrases to indicate the organizational pattern (e.g., for a problem/solution paper indicate the order of steps in the solution).

· 1.3.9 Use text features (e.g., headings, subheadings, formatting) as appropriate to signal relationships between ideas.

· 1.3.10 Use appropriate vocabulary, sentence structure, and usage to distinguish between formal and informal language.

· 1.3.11 Use strong verbs and figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes) for emphasis or creative effect as appropriate to the purpose.

· 1.3.12 Use correct sentence structures that are appropriate for audience and purpose.

· 1.3.13 Incorporate a variety of syntactic structures for effect when appropriate (e.g., modifying phrases, parenthetical expressions).

· 1.3.14 Edit to craft a tone that is appropriate for the topic and audience, and supports the purpose.

· 1.3.15 Use language that conveys the writer’s point of view.

· 1.3.18 Edit writing for mechanics (punctuation, capitalization), spelling, and grammar (e.g., consistent verb tense, noun and pronoun agreement).

· 1.3.7 Identify sentences irrelevant to a paragraph’s theme or flow.
· 1.3.10 Select an appropriate title that reflects the topic of a written selection.
· 1.3.8 Select vivid words to strengthen a description (adjective or adverb) within a writing sample or passage.

· 1.3.19 Based on readers’ comments, revise papers to focus on topic or thesis, develop ideas, employ transitions, and identify a clear beginning and ending.

· 1.3.20 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
High School (Grades 9-12): Creative Writing

Content Standard:

The student will be given the opportunity to develop this creative outlet through additional writing experiences.
Goal Statement:

Students often have the opportunity to experience expository writing in the classroom but have little time to develop imaginative writing. Creative Writing allows them to promote self-expression, to explore various writing styles, and to strive for variety in diction, sentence structure, and format.
Learning Expectations:

• Develop fluency, logic, clarity, and creativity.

• Write for a variety of audiences.

• Explore diverse modes and genres of writing.

• Utilize evaluation and revision skills.

• Focus on the steps of the writing process.
Use available technology in the creative process.
High School: English I

· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 1.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 1.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with a thesis statement in the introduction, well-constructed paragraphs, a conclusion, and transition sentences that connect paragraphs into a coherent whole.

· 1.3.4 Revise documents to develop or support ideas clearly, address potential objections, ensure effective transitions between paragraphs, and correct errors in logic.

· 1.3.1 Write in a variety of modes (e.g., summary, explanation, description, persuasion, informational, literary analysis, creative expression).

· 1.3.4 Use a variety of strategies when appropriate (e.g., comparisons, anecdotes, detailed descriptions) to provide facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 1.3.5 Develop ideas as appropriate to audience and respond to readers’ potential questions and counterarguments.

· 1.3.6 Include relevant, specific, and compelling details.

· 1.3.7 Employ varied and appropriate organizational structures that support the topic.

· 1.3.8 Use transitional words and phrases to signal organizational patterns and to indicate relationships among ideas.

· 1.3.9 Create text features (e.g., headings, subheadings, formatting) as appropriate to signal important points.

· 1.3.10 Use precise language, considering audience and purpose (e.g., technical writing, creative expression).

· 1.3.11 Use compelling verbs and a variety of figurative language (e.g., personification, sarcasm, word play) for effect to meet the needs of audience and purpose.

· 1.3.12 Use a variety of correct sentence structures for effect.
· 1.3.15 Create a detailed outline based on research, note-taking, or other methods of generating content.

· 1.3.16 Revise to craft a tone, mood, and style that convey the writer’s attitude and are appropriate to audience.

· 1.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage.

· 1.3.2 Choose the most effective order of sentences in a paragraph.

· 1.3.17 Based on readers’ comments, revise papers to focus on the thesis, develop ideas, address potential objections, employ effective transitions, identify a clear beginning and ending, correct logic errors, and identify areas for further development.

· 1.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written description.

· 1.3.18 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 1.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more interesting sentence.

· 1.3.7 Evaluate the relevance of supporting sentences by deleting an irrelevant sentence in a passage.

· 1.3.19 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
High School: English II

· 2.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 2.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 2.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with a thesis statement in the introduction, well-constructed paragraphs, a conclusion, and transition sentences that connect paragraphs into coherent whole.

· 2.3.4 Revise documents to develop or support ideas clearly, address potential objections, ensure effective transitions between paragraphs, and correct errors in logic.

· 2.3.1 Write in a variety of modes (e.g., summary, explanation, persuasion, informational, literary analysis, creative expression).

· 2.3.4 Use a variety of strategies when appropriate (e.g., comparisons, anecdotes, detailed descriptions) to provide facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 2.3.5 Develop ideas as appropriate to audience and respond to readers’ potential questions and counterarguments.

· 2.3.6 Include relevant, specific, and compelling details.

· 2.3.7 Employ varied and appropriate organizational structures that support the topic.

· 2.3.8 Use transitional words and phrases to signal organizational patterns and to indicate relationships among ideas.

· 2.3.10 Use precise language, considering audience and purpose (e.g., technical writing, creative expression).

· 2.3.11 Use compelling verbs and a variety of figurative language (e.g., personification, sarcasm, word play) for effect to meet the needs of audience and purpose.

· 2.3.12 Use a variety of correct sentence structures for effect.

· 2.3.16 Revise to craft a tone, mood, and style that convey the writer’s attitude and are appropriate to audience.

· 2.3.8 Evaluate the relevance of supporting sentences by deleting an irrelevant sentence in a passage.

· 2.3.17 Based on reader’s comments, revise papers to focus on the thesis, develop ideas, address potential objections, employ effective transitions, identify a clear beginning and ending, correct logic errors, and identify areas for further development.

· 2.3.18 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 2.3.19 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 
· 2.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written description.

· 2.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more interesting sentence.

High School: English III

· 3.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 3.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 3.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with a thesis statement in the introduction, well-constructed paragraphs, a conclusion, and transition sentences that connect paragraphs into coherent whole.

· 3.3.4 Revise documents to develop or support ideas clearly, address potential objections, ensure effective transitions between paragraphs, and correct errors in logic.

· 3.3.1 Write in a variety of modes (e.g., summary, explanation, persuasion, informational, literary analysis, creative expression).

· 3.3.4 Use a variety of strategies when appropriate (e.g., comparisons, anecdotes, detailed descriptions) to provide facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 3.3.5 Develop ideas as appropriate to audience and respond to readers’ potential questions and counterarguments.

· 3.3.6 Include relevant, specific, and compelling details.

· 3.3.7 Employ varied and appropriate organizational structures that support the topic.

· 3.3.8 Use transitional words and phrases to signal organizational patterns and to indicate relationships among ideas.

· 3.3.10 Use precise language, considering audience and purpose (e.g., technical writing, creative expression).

· 3.3.11 Use compelling verbs and a variety of figurative language (e.g., personification, sarcasm, word play) for effect to meet the needs of audience and purpose.

· 3.3.12 Use a variety of correct sentence structures for effect.

· 3.3.16 Revise to craft a tone, mood, and style that convey the writer’s attitude and are appropriate to audience.

· 3.3.8 Evaluate the relevance of supporting sentences by deleting an irrelevant sentence in a passage.

· 3.3.17 Based on reader’s comments, revise papers to focus on the thesis, develop ideas, address potential objections, employ effective transitions, identify a clear beginning and ending, correct logic errors, and identify areas for further development.

· 3.3.18 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 3.3.19 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 

· 3.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written description.

· 3.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more interesting sentence.

High School: English IV

· 5.3.1 Write in a variety of modes for different audiences and purposes.

· 5.3.2 Employ various prewriting strategies.

· 5.3.3 Organize ideas into an essay with a thesis statement in the introduction, well-constructed paragraphs, a conclusion, and transition sentences that connect paragraphs into coherent whole.

· 5.3.4 Revise documents to develop or support ideas clearly, address potential objections, ensure effective transitions between paragraphs, and correct errors in logic.

· 5.3.1 Write in a variety of modes (e.g., summary, explanation, persuasion, informational, literary analysis, creative expression).

· 5.3.4 Use a variety of strategies when appropriate (e.g., comparisons, anecdotes, detailed descriptions) to provide facts, details, reasons, and examples that support the thesis.

· 5.3.5 Develop ideas as appropriate to audience and respond to readers’ potential questions and counterarguments.

· 5.3.6 Include relevant, specific, and compelling details.

· 5.3.7 Employ varied and appropriate organizational structures that support the topic.

· 5.3.8 Use transitional words and phrases to signal organizational patterns and to indicate relationships among ideas.

· 5.3.10 Use precise language, considering audience and purpose (e.g., technical writing, creative expression).

· 5.3.11 Use compelling verbs and a variety of figurative language (e.g., personification, sarcasm, word play) for effect to meet the needs of audience and purpose.

· 5.3.12 Use a variety of correct sentence structures for effect.

· 5.3.16 Revise to craft a tone, mood, and style that convey the writer’s attitude and are appropriate to audience.

· 5.3.8 Evaluate the relevance of supporting sentences by deleting an irrelevant sentence in a passage.

· 5.3.17 Based on reader’s comments, revise papers to focus on the thesis, develop ideas, address potential objections, employ effective transitions, identify a clear beginning and ending, correct logic errors, and identify areas for further development.

· 5.3.18 Practice writing to a prompt within a specified time limit.

· 5.3.19 Demonstrate confidence in using the Tennessee Writing Assessment Rubric while evaluating one’s own writing and the writing of others. (http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/tools/Writingassessmentacoring.pdf) 

· 5.3.4 Select a vivid word (e.g., adjective, adverb, verb) to strengthen a written description.

· 5.3.5 Demonstrate the ability to combine a set of simple sentences into a longer, more interesting sentence.

Examples of Possible Academic Vocabulary to Incorporate:

Kindergarten:

· Author 

· Illustrator 

· Beginning 

· Ending 

· Consonant 

· Vowel 

· Fairy tale 

· Picture book 

· Poem 

· Story 

· Song 

· Print 

· Retell 

· Rhyme 

· Sentence 

· Title 

· Uppercase (capital) 

· Lower case 

· Word 

· Period 

· Question mark 

· Exclamation mark 
· Read
1st Grade:

· Blend 

· Capitalization 

· Character 

· Setting 

· Fantasy 

· Illustrate 

· Sequence 

· Predict 

· Punctuation (e.g., comma, quotation, etc.) 

· Question 

· Statement 

· Reality 

· Syllable 

· Vocabulary 

· Media (e.g., book, video, film, illustrations) 

· Summarize 

· Information 

· Noun 

· Verb 

· Compound word 

2nd Grade:

· Adjective 

· Adverb 

· Pronoun 

· Dictionary 

· Encyclopedia 

· Fiction 

· Nonfiction 

· Folktale 

· Fables 

· Discussion 

· Main idea 

· Message 

· Predicting 

· Pre-write 

· Draft 

· Edit 

· Publish 

· Author’s purpose 

· Singular 

· Plural 

· Plot 

· Punctuation (e.g., comma, 

· semi-colon, etc.) 

· Base (root) word 

· Prefixes 

· Suffixes 

3rd Grade:

· Abbreviation 

· Adverb 

· Antonyms 

· Apostrophe 

· Cause 

· Effect 

· Contraction 

· Declarative 

· Exclamatory 

· Fact 

· Interrogative 

· Multiple-meaning words 

· Opinion 

· Organization 

· Plural 

· Possessive 

· Punctuation (commas) 

· Run-on sentence 

· Sequential 

· Singular 

· Character 

· Setting 

· Summarize 

· Supporting details 

· Synonyms 

· Verb 

4th Grade:

· Alliteration

· Analogy

· Audience (as listeners)

· Author’s purpose

· Caption

· Compare

· Contrast

· Double-negative

· Drawing conclusions

· Fable

· Genre

· Making inferences (inferring)

· Metaphor

· Outline

· Possessive nouns

· Prediction

· Proofread

· Quotations/quotation marks

· Sentence fragment

· Simile

· Subject/verb agreement

· Time order/transitional

· words

· Topic sentence

· Verb tense

5th Grade:

· Affixes 

· Comparative 

· Conjunctions 

· Figurative language 

· Hyperbole 

· Idiom 

· Implied 

· Clause 

· Interjections 

· Introductory paragraph 

· Main ideas 

· Metaphor 

· Narrative 

· Onomatopoeia 

· Personification 

· Point of view 

· Preposition 

· Prompt 

· Punctuation marks (colon, 

· semi-colon) 

· Simile 

· Citations 

· Superlative 

· Theme 

· Visual image 

6th Grade:

· Employ 

· Genre 

· Hyperbole 

· Imagery 

· Inference 

· Mnemonic devices 

· Writing modes 

· Multiple meanings 

· Personification 

· Rhyme 

· Rhythm 

· Point of view 

· Propaganda 

· Relevant 

· Relevancy 

· Sequential order 

· Simile 

· Symbolism 

· Text features 

· Thesis statement 

· Stressed/unstressed syllables 

· Clauses
7th Grade:

· Interaction with texts 

· Paraphrase 

· Semantic change 

· Connotation 

· Denotation 

· Stress 

· Pitch 

· Juncture 

· Onomatopoeia 

· Accent 

· Repetition 

· Foreign phrases 

· Internal rhyme 

· Irony 

· Mood 

· Foreshadowing 

· Flashback 

· Tone 

· Inferences 

· Viewpoint 

· Epilogue 

· Assonance 

· Consonance 

· Nuance 

· Climax 

· Double-negative

8th Grade:

· Allusion 

· Bias 

· Clincher sentence 

· Coherent order 

· Composition 

· Cross-reference 

· Debate 

· Dramatization 

· Elaboration 

· Facilitator (role identification/groups) 

· Gerund 

· Inferring 

· Jargon 

· Inflection 

· Enunciation 

· Rate 

· Pitch 

· Participles 

· Persuasive writing 

· Preface 

· Reliability 

· Sensory detail 

· Shades of meaning 

· Tension 

· Thesis statement 

· Mood/tone 

· Acronyms

9th Grade:

· Audience 

· Protagonist 

· Antagonist 

· Coherence 

· Diction 

· Drama 

· Elements of plot 

· Elements of poetry 

· Point of view 

· Figurative language 

· Logical fallacies (e.g., appeal to fear [ad baculum], personal attach [ad hominen], 

· false dilemma, and false analogy) 

· Discourse 

· Paraphrase 

· Persuasive devices 

· Questioning 

· Revision 

· Rubric 

· Source (e.g., primary, secondary, tertiary) 

· Style 

· Themes, recurring 

· Thesis (e.g., implied thesis)

10th Grade:

· Ambiguity 

· Personal 

· Archetype 

· Connotation 

· Denotation 

· Elements of argument 

· Elements of design 

· Elements of plot 

· Elements of prose 

· Incongruity 

· Juxtaposition 

· Logical fallacy 

· Persuasive devices 

· Reasoning 

· Rhetorical devices 

· Style 

· Shift
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Tall Tales 
Students are often knowledgeable about the tall tales involving the well-known heroes Pecos Bill, Paul Bunyan and John Henry, but are unaware of other characters and tales of the genre. This lesson will allow students to hear some familiar and not so familiar tall tales.

Primary Objectives:

Students will:

· Recognize a tall tale by comparing the story elements of the stories they read/hear to the common elements or characteristics of tall tales

· Apply the writing process (i.e., brainstorm, draft, revise, edit, and publish) to produce their own tall tales with partners
· Examine the elements of the book that are characteristic of tall tales. Then using what they've learned over the course of the unit and lesson, they will create and illustrate tall tales of their own.

Image Credit: Slue Foot Sue images from Michael Sporn’s Animation site: http://www.michaelspornanimation.com/splog/?p=2202 Drawings done by Lou Scarborough for the film Pecos Bill. All Rights reserved.
Read And To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, or You Don’t Always Get What You Wish For with the students. Have a discussion of the three basic story elements: Character, Setting, and Plot. Who? Where? What happened? Then talk about hyperbole, or outrageous suggestion/exaggeration. Did the students see any hyperbole in the story?
Many people have trouble understanding how to be creative or how other people are creative. Substitution of elements is a classic technique. In, And To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, or You Don’t Always Get What You Wish For the structure of that process is elegantly displayed. 
First, you replace one element. Then you see if that helps you see a way to create a related replacement of another element. Then what does that suggest? And on it goes. Soon, there is no obvious link back to the beginning, but you have created something wonderful that would have been hard to do from a blank sheet of paper.
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The books, And To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, or You Don’t Always Get What You Wish For, demonstrate how children can "stretch" their own imagination. The technique is simple and one even very young children can practice and enjoy. Story stretching involves taking an ordinary scene and exaggerating first one element and then another, until the whole situation is really outlandish and silly. If you start with a wagon being pulled by a horse, for example, the horse can become a zebra, and the wagon something more elaborate until step by step it becomes one of those strange Seussian contraptions with big and little wheels, and umbrellas in odd places.
To have students see this happen, put all the students in a circle, or a long line. One player starts a little gesture, with or without a little sound.. The next player takes it over and makes it bigger. The last player does the whole thing to the extreme. Tips: Make sure the players stick to the original gesture/sound, and don`t just do their own thing. We should be able to see the movement grow organically.
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Discuss with students an ordinary event that they might not understand ex. How are clouds made? Where does snow come from? And as a partnership or as a class group come up with a crazy way that it might happen. Give students an example of how you think it might have happened? Think like Marco, make it bigger.

Throughout history people have told and written stories about their heroes. Ask the students what they think a hero is. A hero inspires people. A hero does something worth talking about, but a hero isn’t just famous or a celebrity. A hero is someone who lives a life that is worthy of imitation. A hero is a role model. A hero changes things for the better. A hero creates new possibilities. A hero has vision and the will and determination to make their vision real. A hero is willing to make sacrifices – to give up things – in order to earn the results they want.
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People have also always told stories that were bigger and better to explain ordinary events and things that they don’t understand. These stories are called tall tales and are passed down from parents to children. Ask students if they know of any folktales that have been passed down from generation to generation. Show a  book cover of your favorite tall tale, (ex Avalanche Annie: A Not-So-Tall Tale by Lisa Wheeler, Dona Flor: A Tall Tale About a Giant Woman with a Great Big Heart by Pat Mora, Kumak's Fish: A Tall Tale from the Far North by Michael Bania, The Bunyans by Audrey Wood, Stormalong by Eric Metaxas or one of Steven Kellogg’s Tall Tales) and tell them that you think this is a tall tale, but you're not sure. Ask them to recall how they know whether a story is considered a tall tale. 
A tall tale is a special kind of hero story because the heroes of tall tales are 'larger than life'. Tall tale heroes solve problems in funny ways that are hard to believe. 
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These tales feature heroes like Paul Bunyan, lumberjack who is usually believed to be a giant as well as a lumberjack of unusual skill,  Alfred Bulltop Stormalong, a giant sailor who as a baby was washed onto the Cape Cod beach by a tidal wave and became a captain sea captain who could tie an octopus in knots, and Pecos Bill, the wild Texas cowboy and his horse, Widowmaker, lasso a cyclone, then slide down a thunderbolt, landing in California and creating a “dent” that comes to be known as Death Valley. 

There are many others like:  John Henry, Johnny Appleseed, Mike Fink, Fin M’Coul, Sally Ann Thunder Ann Whirlwind Crockett, Slue-Foot Sue, Robin Hood, Calamity Jane, , and Pecos Bill, Often in tall tales, two different things are compared to describe something in a different or funny way. Similes are used to make these comparisons. A simile is a comparison between two different things using the words “like” or “as.”  A metaphor says something is something else. 
Each tall tale features (1) a larger-than-life, or superhuman, main character with a specific task, (2) a problem that is solved in a humorous or outrageous way, (3) exaggerated details that describe things larger than they really are, and (4) characters who use everyday language. Many tall tales are based on actual people or on a composite of actual people. Sometimes these characters are real people whose life experiences have been exaggerated, for example, Davy Crockett and Johnny Appleseed were real people, but over time the details of their lives were revised and exaggerated so much in the stories that people told about them that they became heroic, mythic characters. Exaggeration/Hyperbole is the major element in tall tales.
Tall tales are a fun way to explain how and why things in nature are the way they are. People long ago didn’t know what caused things like lakes and mountain ranges to be formed. They didn’t understand what made thunder or waves on the water. They made up stories to explain those things they didn’t understand.

One example of a tall tale is the story of how Lake Michigan came to be. According to the tale, Paul Bunyan dug the grand lake as a watering hole for his big blue ox, Babe. Today we know that tall tales are not true, but they sure make great stories. 
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 The Tale of the Giant Exag Geration!
 Have students work in groups to write their own tall tale. With the youngest groups, you can have them create one as a whole class, or in two groups, each with a teacher to dictate to. Remember, a tall tale is a story with unbelievable elements, related as if it were true and factual, often to explain something in nature. 
For example: 
· Where do storms come from? 
· How did that huge lake get there? 
· Where did the giant canyon come from? 
· Why is that mountain range there and why is it so tall? 
· Why does snow fall? 
· How did the river start flowing? 
· What are those huge flat topped mountains (plateaus) and what are they for? 
· Why don’t trees grow on top of very tall mountains?

· Why is there a face on the moon?

· Where did the moon come from?

· Why are there caves underground?

· Where did deserts come from?

· Where did the giant waterfall come from?

· What makes earthquakes?

· What makes waves in the ocean?

· Who first created dams?

· What if giant mosquitoes invaded? Who would you need? How would they solve the problem?

·  What if a tornado came to town? Who would you need? How would they solve the problem?
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What if a 1,000 pound catfish was terrorizing a town and all the boats on the river? Who would you need? How would they solve the problem?

What story is in their imagination?  What all do they need to include?

Have a discussion of the three basic story elements: Character, Setting, and Plot. Who? Where? What happened? Then talk about hyperbole, or outrageous suggestion/exaggeration. In tall tales, hyperbole is found in each element. 

Tell students this is one plot line and group of characters where they don't have to worry about getting 'all the facts' straight with. It is actually better, if they forget a detail - to just make something up and MAKE SURE TO EXAGGERATE in their stories, 'GO BIG' on all the details and keep making sure to build their character and story up as "Larger Than Life.".
Give students guidelines such as the following:

· Have something you want explained.

· Create a main character with special abilities or a rare talent.

· Show how your character explains your question or caused that thing (ex. the mountain) to exist/Invent a problem, task, or test for your character to solve against impossible odds.

· Use hyperbole in building your character, the task, and the setting. What are the most interesting or important things you want to say in your story? How can you use hyperbole to highlight those things?
· Option: Set your story in the present, in a place you are familiar with, like your town or our school. 
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Examples:
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Question: Where did ice cream come from? Answer: Paul Bunyan was such a big baby that a wagon was used as his cradle when he was an infant. When Paul got too big for his wagon-cradle, his father had to build a raft to use as a cradle. In his raft-cradle, when Paul rocked, he caused waves so big, he caused waves which overturned boats - nobody wanted to be on the water when it was Paul's naptime - in case he rolled over and rocked his cradle! Paul had a prize dairy cow named "Lucy." Lucy was very special and was PURPLE. Now, Lucy would always produce the finest dairy products for Paul in 'larger than life' abundance - so long as the grass she was fed was GREEN...The winter months posed a problem for Paul and Lucy, so the clever lumberman fitted Lucy with green glasses during the winter, so that, to Lucy, the grass would still look green!(I know, I know - go ahead and roll your eyes - but it's TRUE - it's a Paul Bunyan tale!)Now, eventually, there were two of the coldest, harshest winters on record - Late at night, it got so frigid that all spoken words froze solid afore they could be heard. People had to wait until sunup to find out what folks were talking about the night before... but even Nature didn't interfere with Paul's life too much - or Paul's prized Lucy The Purple Cow. Lucy, in her green glasses still continued to produce dairy for Paul, however, during the coldest winters on records, her milk froze...her milk would freeze before it even hit the milk-pail. Thus, with Lucy's frozen milk during the two coldest winters, Paul and Lucy had inadvertently invented ice cream - and when he was bored one day, he stacked the ice cream up and made double- decker ice cream treats!
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Question: Why do coyotes howl? Answer: Slue-Foot Sue, a girl with the strength of ten grown men, she and Pecos Bill were sweethearts. On the way to their wedding Slue-Foot Sue tried to ride Pecos Bill's horse, Widowmaker, who was jealous of Pecos Bill’s love for Sue. When she rode him he bucked and threw and jumped, and she hung on tight, but her bustle (the springy part under old fashioned dresses that helped them hold their shape) started bouncing, just as Widowmaker finally threw her off. Well, when she hit the ground, her bustle bounced so hard it sprung her all the way to the moon. Pecos Bill tried to lasso his love down, but the jealous Widowmaker stepped on the rattlesnake lasso and Pecos Bill couldn’t reach her in time. The legend goes on to say that every time you hear a coyote howl, it's really Pecos Bill longing for his lost love, Slue-Foot Sue as she sits up on the moon. 
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Question: Where did Rodeo get started? 

Answer:  Now everyone in the West knows that Pecos Bill could ride anything. No bronco (wild horse) could throw him, no sir! Fact is, I only heard of Bill getting' throwed once in his whole career as a cowboy. Yep, it was that time he was up Kansas way and decided to ride him a tornado. 

Now Bill wasn't gonna ride jest any tornado, no ma'am. He waited for the biggest gol-durned tornado you ever saw. It was turning the sky black and green, and roaring so loud it woke up the farmers away over in China. Well, Bill jest grabbed that there tornado, pushed it to the ground and jumped on its back. The tornado whipped and whirled and sidewinded and generally cussed its bad luck all the way down to Texas. Tied the rivers into knots, flattened all the forests so bad they had to rename one place the Staked Plains. But Bill jest rode along all calm-like, give it an occasional jab with his spurs. 

Finally, that tornado decided it wasn't getting this cowboy off its back no-how. So it headed west to California and jest rained itself out. Made so much water it washed out the Grand Canyon. That tornado was down to practically nothing when Bill finally fell off. He hit the ground so hard it sank below sea level. Folks call the spot Death Valley. 

Anyway, that's how rodeo got started. Though most cowboys stick to broncos these days. 
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Editor’s Corner

Writers and story tellers have editors who make sure that a story is the best it can be, drawing out the best in the story, giving suggestions on where a story could go, where it could be improved, and what else they would like to know about the characters, plot, setting, etc of a story. 
Give each group red pens. Groups get points for correcting each other’s papers and lose points for marking things up only to make the page red. Each group gets to edit another groups story (or multiple stories) and give suggestions and ask questions. 
Remind student editors they are treat each manuscript with dignity, valuing and respecting the work the authors have invested into it, just like they want their own work to be respected, and that they are looking for (1) a larger-than-life, or superhuman, main character with a specific task, (2) a problem that is solved in a humorous or outrageous way, (3) exaggerated details that describe things larger than they really are, and (4) characters who use everyday language, that talk like real people.[image: image15.jpg]
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