Getting Your Hands on Art

We don't teach art; we teach art students. People sometimes ask, “Why bother with art when there are so many practical things the kids need to learn?”  Creativity and self-expression has always been essential to our humanity. Our earliest creative expressions were recorded in petroglyphs, cave paintings, and ancient sculptures. One of the first things kids do is draw, paint, and use their imaginations to play. Art reaches across language barriers, racial stereotypes, religious barriers, and socio-economical levels and prejudices. 
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Art develops the whole brain, it strengthens focus and increases attention, develops hand-eye coordination, requires practice and strategic thinking, and involves interacting with the material world through different tools and art mediums. 
Art Teaches Problem Solving. Making art teaches that there is more than one solution to the same problem. Art challenges our beliefs and encourages open-ended thinking that creates an environment of questions rather than answers.

Art Prepares Kids for the Future. Creative, open-minded people are highly desired in all career paths. Art and creative education increases the future quality of the local and global community. Being creative is a life long skill and can be used in every day situations.
Possible Academic Standards and Vocabulary to Incorporate:
We’ve on purposely not included the standards  or vocabulary with this lesson, you will need to choose your own. Go to the TN Curriculum site (http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/arts/index.shtml) and choose two art standards for each grade level that you are going to focus on. Part of your planning time will be spent making your own sample so that you are aware of how much time and effort the project will take as well as how you will want to modify it. Parents and everyone in the home is to be involved in this lesson and make their own project as well. 

The following two project samples were found at a website called Deep Space Sparkle, www.deepspacesparkle.com, which is full of hundreds of creative projects created by Patty Palmer with step by step instructions, photos of each step, and samples of student work. You can either use these projects or additional ones from this website that are related to chalk pastels. So, take some time to think about your students and their interests and develop a one-session chalk pastel art lesson for your students, including in your plan which project you’ll be using,  a link, and sample picture from Deep Space Sparkle of which project you’ll be using. 
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Chalk Adobe Project
Want a quick, easy project where every student is successful? This is it! 

Take a 12" x 18" black sheet of paper and fold in half. This is a way of protecting the artwork from the chalk. Using a black oil pastel, draw adobe shapes.
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Have children draw adobes starting at the bottom of the 
paper and moving upwards. Encourage them to use simple shapes. Fill in with adobe colored chalk pastel. Talk about contrasts: brown adobe with a bright teal door, etc.
Define lines by using the black oil pastel to trace over all original lines. This step really makes the colors pop, so don't skip over it!
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When the picture is complete, fold the black paper over the artwork. This keeps the chalk from smearing during storage. When the time comes to display the artwork, cut off the extra paper. 
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Cool and Warm Modern Landscapes in Chalk

This is an easy lesson to do with any grade level. Starting with a black oil pastel and a piece of black paper, have the children draw rolling hills, rounded mountains and finally, a sun/moon with concentric circles.
Encourage the children to press hard with their oil pastels. Next, bring out boxes of chalk pastels. If the chalk is new, the colors are usually already divided into warm and cool colors. Easy! But if you have a hodge podge of colors, go over what makes a cool color and what makes a warm color.
Now the kids have a choice. They can either color the mountains with warm or cool colors and then the opposite with the sky. Cool colors turn the sky into a night sky, warm colors turn it into a daytime sky (see samples below).
Finally, the last and most important stage, have the children go back over their oil pastel lines again with the oil pastel. If you have time, add white highlights with white chalk.
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